
Al I clear for
groups after
cashbcandal
BY STEVE BAGItlAtt Review into community projeds

finds no other mismanagement
In March the findings were pub-

lished which showed how bosses at
the scheme had oaid thousands of
pounds to their own families.

These included E4o,6t5 to a family
member to provide Brazilian Ju fitsir
training, and the partner of another
being paid L22,ooo for drama classes.

Two members of staff at the scheme
- coordinator Miriam Beard and fin-
ance officer Andy Bunning - were
suspended pending the inquiry's find-
ings, which were referred to North
Wales Police by the Wales Audit Of-
fice.

The complex investigation is still
ongolnS.

The Communities First programme

across Wales, which aims to regen-
erate poor areas, costs about f4zm a
year.

A review bv auditors of the other
Communitiei First projects found
little cause for concern, although
there-some were criticisms.

The review said there remained a
lack of strong scrutiny of spending,
with some evidence of poor record
keeping, and high levels of petty cash
not appropriately accounted for.

Mr Sargeant said: "Overall, it is
pleasing to see that the summary re-
port has identified the.re g-r.e not any
serious concerns or significant fail-
ings in those partnerships deemed to
be the highest risk."

A REVIEW ordered following an
anti-poverty scheme scandal has giv-
en other similar initiatives in Wales a
clean bill of health.

An investigation into the Wrexham
Plas Madoc Communities First
scheme - which had received uo to
E73i,ooo a year in public funding -
uncovered a catalogue of financial
mismanagement.

The Welsh Assembly Govetnment
ordered a review of r! similar com-
munity regeneration schemes in the
wake of the scandal.

Following the conclusion of the
review, Social fustice Minister Carl
Sargeant said he was pleased to report
there was nothing to worry about.

An internal audit team from the
Assembly Government began invest-
igations in November last year into
the Plas Madoc initiative.


